LIGHTWEIGHT

FLEECES
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. cardigan style fleece soon

. grew onme withits versatile

- yet simple design. Meither a

. mid-layer or a soft shell, the
Morph initially reminded me
of the Patagonia fleece which
I didn't really get onwith, but
the Sprayway's functional
design and lightweight
material so0nwon me over,

It's close fitting but not

! restrictive, with Zip-up

! handwarmer pockets
(although the short zipper

tabs proved fiddly to operate),

and | really warmed to this
'break from the norm’ top
It stayed dry evenbelow a

rucksack onawarm spring day |

on Hadrian's Wall, and its
micro-fleece material driedin
no time at all after an

¢ impromptu shower.

i |would definitely carry this

i lightweight, super- packable

: top during the summer

¢ months for when the sun goes
down and the winds take hold,
and | would probably find
raom For it inmy Alpine pack
for pulling onin the evening

. whilst admiring the sun
setting on surrounding peaks.

i ltsversatility, ability to

: vent and traditional good

i looks, along with minimal

. weight and pack size make the

¢ Sprayway jacket, inmy

Dpiniuﬂ_aver'g,rgnn::l

: contender for this year's most

¢ versatile offering, and a

. welcome addition to the
burgeoning market of super-
lightweight fleece products.

| was sceptical at first, but this

Radiant LT Zip Top

www,patagonia.com

This is a fantastic fleece,

: which almost rivals the
i Berghaus for top spot,

althoughit’s aiming at a

i slightly different market. The
! Hadiant is a more technical
¢ material and cut than the rest

of the fleeces tested, witha
closer fit, long back, thumb
loops and a longer length
chest zip making this ideal
bath for adrenalin-packed
sports in the colder months
and for summer alpinism
thanks toits ability ta vent.

Although the hard-wearing
nylon-richmaterial proved to
be slower at wicking away

i moisture than some, and
: subsequently soon became
i damp atter only ashort time

under arucksack, its new ‘grid
fleece’inner proved to be very
comfortable when worn next
to the skin, as well as under a
rucksack, and the Hadiant top
does offer slightly better
water-resistance and
durability than most

| would mast definitely

. woar this fleece on a cold

! Scottishwinter's day or for a

i high-level Alpine peak-

\ bagging trip under my soft

. shell outer, or equally as a

i mid-layer when ice-climbing in
i Morway where its warmth,

versatility and technical fit
would layer nicely once the

¢ mercury starts to plummet.

It loses out to the Berghaus
oncomfort and the absence
of achest pocket. butit'sina
class af its own for pure
performance and presumed
longevity. One for the cooler
manths for sure, and bound to
garnera loyal Fullu'.ﬁ.ling with

. the extreme sports brigade.

Keela
 Pulse Micro Fleece
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i | continuwe to be impressed by
¢ Keela's no-nonsense approach |
¢ todesigning practical and

affordable outdoor clothing.
The Pulse MicroFleeceisa
great value-for-maney base,
or mid-layer fleece that is
practical, functional and
comfortable. With a slightly
relaxed fit the Pulse is

. definitely a‘next to the skin’
: comfort layer that could

i equally formpart of an

. affordable layering system.

After wearing the Pulse on

i ablustery day outin the

t Yorkshire Dales | was

¢ impressed by its comfort, its
¢ longer arm and back length

¢ and its flat-lock seams, which

ensured | stayed warm and
comfortable throughout the
day. The micro-fleece also
handled moisture
management well, wicking
perspiration away from the
skin and drying rapidly once

i my rucksack was removed.

Whilst relaxing in the bar at

: Austwick afterwards the

| fleece was equally at home as

i asmartcasual top that did not

: shout'Rambler’ from the

i rooftops. It's best for

i everyday low-level fellwalks,

¢ butwould equally act as a

. great mid-layer takingit into

¢ four-seasonuse, aswell as for
spring and autumn, or for

chillier evenings in summer.

Overall it's not dissimilar to
the winning Berghaus, but

lacks that chest pocket and
elasticated hem and cuffs,

At £15 cheaper, though, lam
sure it will find favour in many
thrifty hillwalker's wardrabes
this year. Agreat value fleece

. atavery affordable price.
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Berghaus'latest uber-
lightweight fleece is style,
function and performance
personified. | was most

i impressed with the attention
i todetail in the Spectrum

! MicroFleece, withits

! glasticated cuffs and hem, a

i handy zipped chest pocket, a
i technical but comfortable fit
. (with flat-lock seams) and just
¢ therightlengthinthe sleeves
i and tail, not to mention its

. ultra-soft and comfortable

. anti-pilling performance

fleece fabric which rapidly
wicked away perspiration and
dried inno time at all

I would use this high-end
technical fleece for anumber
of outdoor pursuits as it fits
the bill on many counts
Mot only is it adamn good
lightweight base or mid-layer
(it seemed the lightest on

| test), butitis also agood-

. looking item of casual gear

i thatisequally at home doing
i the shopping or battling the

\ elementsonablustery

¢ winter's day, not to mention

. the whole host of other

! activities that this fleece will
: be getting used for

i throughout this year.

The Spectrum Microsetsa
new benchmark for
lightweight insulating tops
and will be my first choice for
general hillwalking and other
fast-moving outdoor
pastimes for the foreseeable
future. If only all companies
paid as much attention to
detail as Berghaus has with
this five-star offering.
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